
Key Stage 2 (Years 5-6) - Curriculum Topics and Skills 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

Smugglers 

Spring Term 

Mayans 

Summer Term 

World War 2 

 

Maths 

 

As mathematicians children will learn how to: 

 round any whole number to a required degree of accuracy.  

 multiply multi-digit numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole number using the formal written method of long multiplication. 

 divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole number using the formal written method of long division, and interpret  

      remainders as whole number remainders, fractions, or by rounding, as appropriate for the context. 

 solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in contexts, deciding which operations and methods to use and why. 

 recall and use equivalences between simple fractions, decimals and percentages, including in different contexts. 

 solve problems involving the calculation of percentages (e.g. of measures, and such as 15% of 360) and the use of percentages for   

      comparison. 

 use simple formulae. 

 use, read, write and convert between standard units, converting measurements of length, mass, volume and time from a smaller  

      unit of measure to a larger unit, and vice versa, using decimal notation to up to three decimal places. 

 compare and classify geometric shapes based on their properties and sizes and find unknown angles in any triangles,  

        quadrilaterals, and regular polygons. 

English 

 

As readers children will learn how to: 

 become increasing familiar with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction   

      from our literary heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions.  

 check that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context. 

 summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas. 

 provide reasoned justifications for their views. 

As writers children will learn how to: 

 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models   

      for their own. 

 use further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader [for example, headings, bullet   



      points, underlining] (columns, bullets, tables) 
 recognise vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for (informal) formal speech and writing, including subjunctive forms. 

 use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing. 

 use a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs. 

Science 

 

As scientists children will learn how to: 

 Describe the movement of the 

Earth, and other planets, relative to 

the Sun in the solar system. 

 Describe the movement of the Moon 

relative to the Earth. 

 Use the idea of the Earth’s rotation 

to explain day and night and the 

apparent movement of the sun 

across the sky. 

 Recognise that light appears to 

travel in straight lines. 

 Explain that we see things because 

light travels from light sources to 

our eyes or from light sources to 

objects and then to our eyes.  

  Use the idea that light travels in 

straight lines to explain why 

shadows have the same shape as the 

objects that cast them.   

As scientists children will learn how to: 

 Describe the differences in the life 

cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an 

insect and a bird. 

 Describe the process of 

reproduction in some plants and 

animals. 

 Describe how living things are 

classified into broad groups 

according to common observable 

characteristics and based on 

similarities and differences, 

including micro-organisms plants and 

animals.  

 Give reasons for classifying plants 

and animals based on specific 

characteristics 

As scientists children will learn how to: 

 Compare and group together 

everyday materials on the basis of 

their properties, including their 

hardness, solubility, conductivity 

(electrical and thermal), and 

response to magnets. 

 Know that some materials will 

dissolve in liquid to form a solution, 

and describe how to recover a 

substance from a solution. 

 Use knowledge of solids, liquids and 

gases to decide how mixtures might 

be separated, including through 

filtering, sieving and evaporating. 

 Explain that some changes result in 

the formation of new materials, and 

that this kind of change is not 

usually reversible, including changes 

associated with burning and the 

action of acid on bicarbonate of 

soda. 

History 

 

As Historians children will learn about: 

 Smugglers (18th Century) 

 The reasons why people smuggled. 

As Historians children will learn about: 

 Mayan Civilisation. 

 Understand the expansion and 

As Historians children will learn about: 

 Conflict and resolution. 

 Understand the changing power of 



 How the locality helped smuggling to 

develop in this region. 

 The lives of smugglers (both 

commoners and leaders) 

 How smuggling was punished and by 

whom. 

 Acts of parliament brought in to 

combat smuggling 

dissolution of this empire.  

 Use secondary evidence to 

understand the lives of the Mayans. 

 Understand the contrasts with 

British history. 

 Understand the achievements of the 

Mayans and their influence on the 

Western world. 

monarchs since 1066. 

 How conflict has fuelled science and 

discovery. 

 How people’s lives have changed due 

to conflict. 

 

 

Geography 

 

As Geographers children will learn how to: 

 Locate the world’s countries, using 

maps to focus on: 

 North and South America, 

concentrating on their 

environmental regions, key physical 

and human characteristics, 

countries, and major cities 

 Name and locate counties and cities 

of the United Kingdom, geographical 

regions and their identifying: 

 human and physical characteristics, 

 key topographical features ( coasts 

and rivers),  

 and land-use patterns;  

 and understand how some of these 

aspects have changed over time 

 

As Geographers children will learn how to: 

 Describe and understand key 

aspects of: 

 physical geography, including:  

 climate zones,  

 biomes and vegetation belts,  

 rivers,  

 human geography, including:  

 types of settlement and land use,  

 economic activity including trade 

links,  

 and the distribution of natural 

resources including energy, food, 

minerals and water 

As Geographers children will learn how to: 

 Understand geographical similarities 

and differences through the study 

of human and physical geography of: 

• a region of the United Kingdom, 

 a region in a European country  

 and a region within North or South 

America 

Music 

 

As musicians children will learn about: 

 

 

As musicians children will learn about: 

• Developing an understanding of 

musical composition, organising and 

As musicians children will learn about: 

 

 



 

 

 

• Developing an understanding of the 

history of music 

 

 

manipulating ideas within musical 

structures and reproducing sounds 

from aural memory. 

• Improvising and compose music for 

a range of purposes using the inter-

related dimensions of music. 

• Listening with attention to detail 

and recall sounds with increasing 

aural memory. 

 

• Singing and playing musically with 

increasing confidence and control 

• Playing and performing in solo and 

ensemble contexts, using their 

voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing 

accuracy, fluency, control and 

expression 

Using and understand staff and 

other musical notations. 

Art 

 

Drawing and painting 
Seascapes 

Artists 

Drawing and sculpture 
Living Things 

Architects  

Drawing and Painting 
Conflict and Resolution  
Designers/Craftmakers 

Design and 

Technology 

 

As designers children will learn how to: 

• Design, Make, Evaluate 

• Materials and components – function 

and aesthetic qualities  

• Understand how key events and 

individuals in design and technology 

have helped shape the world.  

 

• Technical knowledge: Structures 

• Apply their understanding of how to 

strengthen, stiffen and reinforce 

more complex structures. 

 

As designers children will learn how to: 

• Design, Make, Evaluate 

• Materials and components – function 

and aesthetic qualities  

• Textiles 

• Technical knowledge: Computing 

systems 

• Apply their understanding of 

computing systems to program, 

monitor and control their products. 

As designers children will learn how to: 

• Cooking and Nutrition 

• Understand and apply the principles 

of a healthy and varied diet 

• Prepare and cook a variety of 

predominantly savoury dishes using 

a range of cooking techniques 

• Understand seasonality, and know 

where and how a variety of 

ingredients are grown, reared, 

caught and processed. 

 

 

PE 

 

As sportspeople children will learn how to: 

• Use running, jumping, throwing and 

catching in isolation and in 

combination  

As gymnasts children will learn how to: 

 Continue to apply and develop a 

broader range of skills, learning how to 

use them in different ways and to link 

As athletes children will learn how to: 

 Use running, jumping, throwing and 

catching in isolation and in combination 



• Play competitive games and apply 

basic principles suitable for 

attacking and defending 

them to make actions and sequences of 

movement.  

 Develop flexibility, strength, 

technique and control. 

Computing 

 

Children will learn how to: 
E-safety 

Using technology  

 private; identify where to go for help 

and support when they have concerns 

about content or contact on the internet 

or other online technologies.  

 

Children will learn how to: 
Computer networks 

Algorithms and programming  

 

Children will learn how to : 
Using technology 

  Algorithms and programming 

RE 

 

Children will investigate the answers to the 

following questions: 

 How do Buddhist beliefs affect the 

way Buddhists live their lives? 

 Why is the Buddha important for 

Buddhists? 

 What do the gospels tell us about the 

birth of Jesus? 

 Why is the birth of Jesus important 

to Christians?  

 

We are waiting for the new Locally Agreed RE Syllabus to be available to school for the 

Spring and Summer Terms 

 

 

 


