Year 2 Overview of Learning
Medium Term Plan - Miss Clarkson

Cycle B

Term: Autumn 2021

Key Theme: Home Sweet Home

Topic Rationale - This is the first topic of the cycle and we chose it as a ‘familiar’ theme, which all children have prior knowledge of and can relate to personally. This helps them to have
the confidence to share their thoughts and ideas in a new classroom setting. For Y1 children this topic is ideal for a smooth transition into a new Key Stage as it allows the children to be
able to complete a range of practical and motivating activities based upon prior knowledge and experience from EYFS. For Y2 children this topic has some parallel themes with our '‘Ourselves’
topic which the children can continue to develop such as self awareness, knowledge of our familiar surroundings and problem solving. We believe that the activities in this topic motivate

learning and help to develop the confidence and work attitude needed in order to be ready for the year ahead.
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This topic starts with a baseline Assessment to assess writing skills on entry to the new year group. The traditional tale provides a familiar text that can be easily shared and discussed and allows the
children to focus on their technical writing skills in this task rather than the added layer of creativity and imagination skills which can be assessed later through the story innovation task. The Katie
Morag stories link closely to Geography work to provide a contrast in local area to Redcar. The series of books provides familiarities of characters, setting which can be explored in depth and then
o used to develop narrative skills alongside appropriate higher-order vocabulary. The Squash and the Squeeze text provides a conundrum that develops problem solving skills and motivates writing
S through giving a direct, clear purpose for a letter writing task. After developing plenty of knowledge about homes throughout the curriculum in this topic the home information page allows the children
% the opportunity to apply their knowledge that they have acquired within a task with a clear purpose and audience. This is similar to the home and family poems task, which also allows the children to
P gain an insight into how life is different within various homes and family scenarios. In SPAG we introduce different word types before moving onto sentence types. Starting with these skills provides
@ children with an awareness of their word choices and purposes of sentences which encourages to start thinking more before they write even at the beginning of ¥2. In handwriting we have decided to
Ugj revisit all the letter families as children do not come into Y2 with letters consistently the right shape, height and formation. Children need to be monitored and assessed very carefully in these
sessions as we have found numerous bad habits with letter formation that compromise handwriting progress. Once this is established then we can move onto joining letters and children who show that
they can manage this skill receive a joining licence to join in all their books. In the past when we have started to join too early writing is illegible and it is very hard to correct. For spellings we begin
with revision of the Phase 5 digraphs from Y1 to consolidate learning from last year. We have spread the alphabet words across the year rather than blocking them to ensure application of a range of
spelling skills across the year. We also introduce some of the Phase 6 objectives which will be taught and consolidated next term.
Counting in Place Value
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We start by developing and assessing an understanding of number through counting skills and place value. Once we have established what children know about number already from Y1 and extended
their knowledge to cover 3 digit humbers and hundreds, tens and ones they can then compare and order numbers effectively. Once these skills have been established we can then move onto

frame.

K understanding the different calculations, which starts with using practical resources such as counters, Numicon, number lines/squares to ensure that children can visually see and represent these
g calculations before completing written calculations without concrete resources. We use the w method for addition, the empty number line method for subtraction, the circles and dots method for
B multiplication, the triangles and crosses method for division and the pie method for fractions. There are video demonstrations of these methods on our school website in the home learning section.
?,:, Each written method is built upon the previous use of resources so that children can mentally imagine the use of the resource to help them if needed and this has proved to be useful if children need
E to re-use the resources to help further develop their understanding of the written method. We only have one written method for each calculation, which makes things less complicated for the children
= as previously when we have introduced a range of different methods it has proved to be too challenging for the children to grasp the overall concept. These methods can also be built upon to be made
more efficient when the children are ready and also when they move into KS2. We also use the inverse operations to help with missing number sentences and to help children tackle larger numbers
within the number sentence as a more efficient strategy.
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Science Rationale

For this topic we start with investigating basic materials and basic properties before progressing onto a wider range of materials and more complex properties. The Assessment task is linked o our 3
pigs work to give a clear purpose and familiar theme for the children to motivate and develop their thinking skills. This is followed by an investigation also linked to this theme which continues to
develop children’ s thinking skills about materials but also allows them to apply their understanding of the story as well. In this investigation we decided to develop prediction skills as their story
knowledge can help to develop their scientific prediction skills and gives the children the opportunity to explain their prediction skills more easily. There is also a link with Maths through developing
their measuring skills to consolidate measuring skills from Maths with non standard units and also introduce standard units with a ruler and a metre stick. We then ask the children to write about their
understanding of the investigation through their letters, which also provides a baseline for the Y2 English writing task later in the term. Once we have established some names and properties for
materials in the story we move onto learning about a wider range of materials. The woolly saucepan poem provides a cross curricular link with our poetry work in English and encourages children to think
about why materials don't work for certain tasks. This type of reasoning and explanation aims fo give them an even deeper understanding of the properties of different materials and by justifying
their thoughts children become more confident with naming materials and the different properties that they have. Now that children have a firm understanding of materials and their properties they
are ready to apply these skills in a more complex investigation which again aims to develop their prediction skills. The context of the coat for Bobby and Patch gives a clear, motivating purpose for the
children and they can share their findings through writing a letter, which is now a familiar genre for writing. To develop the topic to now cover more complex properties we return to the familiar
themes of the 3 pigs story and 'A Squash and a Squeeze' story. The children are made aware that these are more complex properties now that they have an awareness of basic properties. Firstly,
children investigate what the different properties are and then apply their skills to investigate 2 key questions - How could we block a chimney? and How many objects can we fit in a jar? We also
discuss the concept of full which links to capacity work in Maths for next term - is it really full? Can we fit anything else in such as water, sand which extends children’s thinking to include liquids,
solids that behave like liquids and gases. We finish the topic with an assessment task, which provides the opportunity to see the levels of understanding about materials and their properties that
children have developed.
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Geography/History

rationale

This term we have decided to start with the Geography topic to develop children's knowledge and skills about homes that can be applied in different areas of the curriculum. Once the children have
established knowledge of their home and the local area then the topic contrasts this with the home of Katie Morag. For Y2 this topic builds upon previous knowledge acquired in the Ourselves topic
about the local area and simple mapping skills. Next, we move into our History topic where, now that an understanding of present homes has been acquired, children can then learn about how homes
were different in the past. We then study the event of ‘'The Great Fire of London' and as part of this the children learn about Samuel Pepys. Now that the children know what Homes were like during
this time they can then apply their knowledge of materials from Science to think about how/why the fire will have damaged the homes and why this event was so significant.
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DT

Making a 3D Home - Wed PM sessions

DT Rationale - this DT topic allows the children to develop a greater understanding about parts of a home, what homes in our local area look like and helps them to contrast this to homes in the past and
in a different locality. This DT task develops fundamental cutting, drawing, template and sticking skills that can be used, developed and applied in further DT tasks across the year.

Sculpture/Drawing - Homes

z Art Rationale - Children learn how to draw homes and then move onto making 3D homes
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Computing
Rationale

We establish rules and expectations for using the IPADs. Children begin the topic with learning/revisiting how to log on successfully as well as a basic introduction to passwords and internet safety.
The children use 2 simple to draw a picture of a house and the story to develop their use of the tools on the program. These tasks compliment with the development of children's understanding of
homes and the story of the 3 pigs alongside their work in other curriculum areas at the same time. Children then use 2 graph to answer questions linked to our Homes topic to develop understanding as
well as continuing to develop their knowledge of statistics. 2 animate is used to assess children’s understanding of building a house at the end of the topic.
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Charanga Music Units - Hey You! and Rhythm in the Way we walk and Banana Rap.
8
=]
3
P These first units investigates the key fundamental music skills of pulse, rhythm and Pitch alongside listening and appraising Music. Children use voices and body percussion and will then hopefully
§ g progress onto using glockenspiels. We use the remaining Music lessons to learn our songs for the Christmas Play.
5
FUNDAMENTAL Movement activities
Whistle game, Traffic game, Animal game, Lifeboat/Quarterdeck, Stuck in the Mud, Arches, Spot game, Hoop game, Fireworks game, Treasure chest game
NB - LM/CR Also complete part of the Gymnastics Unit of work during PPA cover.
w Rationale - We start the year in PE by covering the key movement skills, which are needed for all areas of the PE curriculum - e.g. start, stop, run, jump, hop, skip, gallop, following instructions and teamwork are

taught through a series of games and activities and sometimes use basic equipment such as spots, hoops and beanbags.




