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Zetland Primary School 
 
Assessment for Learning Policy 
 
Statement of Intent 
 

Our assessment policy is not based  “on re-creating levels,” but is based on 
assessment against age related expectations of learning: more specifically the 
attainment of target matters skills processes (M.S.Ps) taught within a learning 
framework -as recommended by The Commission on Assessment without Levels 
(July 2015) 
 
 Changing the culture of levels is not only the key to implementing the new 
curriculum, but is the key to raising standards by enriching learning and pupil 
motivation and enabling teachers to grow professionally and make better use of 
their time, knowledge and skills.  
 
Assessment models in place inform staff regarding next steps to learning; planning 
for interventions; effective learning strategies; and formative and summative 
assessment. 
 

Aims 
At Zetland we aim to; 

 make a judgement about a child’s attainment based on knowledge gained 
through techniques such as observation, questioning, marking and testing, 

 help children develop positive attitudes to work, 

 provide an accurate picture of every child’s achievement and progress, 

 show children how they are going to make the next steps in learning required 
to make progress and gain greater attainment, 

 provide assessment information for use by teachers, teaching assistants and 
pupils though whole class, group and individual work. 
 

 
Assessment models in practise 
 
Day to day assessment 
The key intention is to help children’s learning move forward based on questioning, 
observations, oral and written feedback and discussions with other classroom 
practitioners. 
 
 Formative assessment 
At the end of a term’s teaching sequence, children’s acquisitions of learning are 
assessed against the National Curriculum’s M.S.P taught. This assessment may be 
informed from a variety of means e.g. independent writing, maths tests, spelling tests, 
guided reading notes and observation of working scientifically. These judgements are 
recorded on the School’s assessment tracker and coded with red, amber or green 
against each statement. 
This tracker enables staff to identify –those children not making expected progress 
against age related expectations and identify appropriate interventions to support their 
future learning needs. 
The tracker also allows staff to identify specific MSPs that need revisiting and 
inclusion in future plans for learning. 

 
Summative assessment  
Further recording of formative assessment takes place using the SIMS assessment 
tracker (administrated by Valley Road Community School, Sunderland.)   This data is 
used to support generating cohort and individual detailed analysis of progress in our 
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school.  For example tracking the progress of pupil premium children across school 
and evaluating interventions. 
 
The school follows the statutory assessment framework, which requires all children to 
be assessed at the end of each Key Stage using statutory guidance. In Key Stage 1 
judgements regarding a child’s attainment are supported by evidence gained by 
teacher assessments. The Local Authority is responsible for moderating teacher 
assessments at the end of these key phases. 
 
Foundation Stage 
 
Base Line  
 
Day to day assessment 
 
Formative assessment 
 

 
Summative assessment  
 
Expected levels of Attainment. 
  
Year                      Expected Level of Attainment upon exit from the year group 
Reception  Good Level of Development (School Readiness) 
Year 1   1+ 
Year 2   2+ 
Year 3   3+ 
Year 4   4+ 
Year 5   5+ 
Year 6   6+ (secondary readiness) 

 
The points outlined above provide useful benchmarks upon which children’s progress 
and attainment can be compared and show that children have achieved the age 
related expectations of their particular year group.  

 
Recording and Reporting 
A full report is provided for parents and carers once a year for each child. This report 
provides details of: 
 

 progress, attainment and achievement in each of the curriculum subjects 

 skills, concepts and knowledge learned 

 targets for improvement  

 a judgement of whether the child is working towards, working at or above age 
related expectations for Literacy and Numeracy. 

 details of their attendance . 
 

Parents and carers have the opportunity to meet with the class teacher three times 
each year in formally held parent consultations. Parents also know that the teachers 
are available at the end of the school day should they wish to discuss their child in 
between formal parent consultations. There is also the facility to meet with the teacher 
before school. The school also provides support for parents to provide information 
regarding current curriculum and assessment matters. 
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